
INTRODUCTION TO HOMESTAR 

What is Homestar? 

Homestar is an independent tool that rates the sustainability and performance of New 

Zealand homes. It has been developed for New Zealand's specific conditions based on 

successful international tools and the latest scientific information, which is constantly 

updated. 

A Homestar rating offers clear communication to the marketplace, endorsing good 

levels of sustainable design in an easily-accessible format. Public awareness of the tool 

is increasing, and we believe it will become a key decision-making factor for most home 

buyers. 

star bands 

A Homestar rating is a score out of 10, where 1 is significantly below par and 10 is current 

international best practise. The following table shows the rating that different levels of 

homes are likely to achieve. 

older homes 1 star* 0 - 19.9 points 

2 stars* 20 - 29.9 points 

typical new home build to NZBC minimums 3 stars* 30 - 39.9 points 

4 stars* 40 - 49.9 points 

good 5 stars* 50 - 59.9 points 

6 stars 60 - 69.9 points 

7 stars 70 - 79.9 points 

better 8 stars 80 - 89.9 points 

9 stars 90 - 99.9 points 

international best practice 10 stars 100+ points 

* The NZGBC no longer awards a rating for scores less than 60 points.

See also the 'mandatory minimums' section, as there are certain things that must be 

achieved before a home can move beyond some star ratings. 
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process 

initial consultation: prior to registering the project, we recommend discussing the 
project with a certified Homestar Practitioner to determine the appropriate type/s of 
assessment and the target rating. 

registration: this allows the NZGBC to become aware of the project's existence, and 
thus provide help and guidance as required. 

assessment: a certified Homestar Assessor reviews the drawings, specifications and/ or 
completed building against the Homestar Credit Criteria. Information is entered into a 
spreadsheet to calculate the total score, and documentation collated to confirm 
compliance. 

audit: the completed scorecard and supporting documentation is submitted to the 
NZGBC for audit. The submission will either be confirmed or returned with comments. A 
second round of audit is allowed before the points are awarded and the Homestar 
rating is issued. 

types of assessment 

design review (for new builds only) - a check to confirm the design is on track to 
achieve the desired credits. As a star rating cannot be confirmed until the design and 
specification is finalised, the project will receive "homestar appraised" certification if it 
achieves 6 or higher. 

design rating (for new builds only) - fully assesses the design and specification, 
meaning the location and orientation must be finalised. The project is awarded a star 
rating which must be converted to a "built" rating upon practical completion, as a 
design rating expires after two years. 

built rating (mandatory for homestar certification) - assesses the completed dwelling in 
situ. This requires a physical inspection, and can be a stand-alone assessment or a 
verification of the design rating. 




